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Dear Readers,

Another year brings us another issue of The Chemist, published by the
American Institute of Chemists (AIC). Recent developments have
brought us new discoveries in the field, such as the development of metal
organic frameworks (MOFs) for energy storage, dissipation, sensing,
and environmental applications. Moreover, the use of AlphaFold developed by
Google DeepMind to predict protein folding and three-dimensional structures
of proteins from their amino acid primary structure sequences has also
revolutionized protein structure prediction and helped address “the protein
folding problem.” These were just two developments from the last two Nobel
Prizes in Chemistry over the last two years. The development of machine
learning (ML) and artificial intelligence (Al) has also revolutionized the
chemical sciences as it has revolutionized almost every other field of study
as well.

The current issue of The Chemist highlights many contributions on natural
product synthesis, characterization, and analysis, which has been a recent
and recurring theme of this journal. Some of these products include Aerial
Part Extracts from Jaundea pinnata, Aniline Impacts on Human Skin, Oil
Recovered Over Nanocrystalline Cellulose, Stem Bark of Cordia millenii,
and Juniperus excelsa M.Bieb Extracts from Its Leaves and Seeds, Rice
Husk, and many others. As many of our contributing authors are from all
over the world, we learned about the nutritional and healing properties of
exotic plants from various locations.

We  also learned about  synthetic  organic  chemistry  from
Phenyl-2-chloropropionate Synthesis, Crosslinked Alginate—Acrylic Acid—PVA
Hydrogel for Efficient Trypan Blue Removal, Brilliant Blue Dye, Schiff Base-
Metronidazole Derivatives, and Methyl Anthracenes. Other studies
included: Fatty Acids Profiing and Skincare Formulation from Ricinus
communis (Castor) Seed Oil, Analysis of Novalac, and a study on Aluminum
Foil Waste.

The American Chemical Society (ACS) has just recently celebrated its
150th year anniversary, while the American Institute of Chemists is still
thriving and still awards the Chemical Pioneer and Gold Medal awards. This is
a testament to the enduring nature of chemistry in everyday society.

Best wishes in the upcoming year.
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